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Third Order Glossary of Terms 

ANTE OR POST FACTUM - Latin, literally: before or after the deed, accomplishment, work, act, 
achievement. . --------------------------------------------------------------

APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION 

in Christian theology, the doctrine asserting that the apostles designated their successors as 
bishops through prayer and the laying on of hands, and that bishops have in turn designated their succes
sors in the same way ever since. 

The doctrine addresses the problem of identifying the continuity of Christian faith and life amid 
the discontinuous and changing circumstances of history. The idea that church ministers were successors 
of the apostles, who were in turn successors of Christ, can be traced to St. Clement I before the end of 
the 1 st century. The doctrine, however, was not formalized until the conflict with Gnosticism during the 
2nd, 3rd, and 4th centuries, when the Gnostics claimed a secret tradition traceable to the apostles. Church 
authorities then began to look to the succession of bishop to bishop as the guarantee of orthodox teaching. 

Apostolic succession as the outward and visible sign of inward faithfulness to the Christian mes
sage is considered essential to ecclesiastical life by the Orthodox and Roman Catholic churches; and it is 
held in some form by Anglican and some Lutheran churches. Most Protestant churches, however, empha
size other links with the continuity of Christian faith, such as Scripture and creeds. (Charles P. Price, 
B.D., Th.D.Professor of Systematic Theology, Virginia Theological Seminary. Former Member, Standing 
Liturgical Commission of the Episcopal Church. Author of Introducing the Book o/Common Prayer and 
A Matter of Faith.. 

Encarta: http: //encarta.msn.com/indeJV conciseindex ./.7/047A1000.htm?z= 1 &amp%3Bpg- 2&amp%3Bbr= 1) 

ARIAN HERESY 

From Arianism, a Trinitarian doctrine promoted by Arius (c 250-336 CE), denied the divinity of 
Christ and focused on the dissimilarity between the Father and Son. The Son was created and, hence, had 
a beginning unlike the eternal Father who always existed. Arians believed the Son was subordinate to the 
Father; he earned his rank from participation in grace or adoption by God. Around 320, Arius's beliefs 
were questioned by Bishop Alexander of Alexandria. Later, Arius was excommunicated by the entire 
Egyptian episcopate. Athanasius, successor to Bishop Alexander, also protested against Arianism. De
spite these setbacks, Arius gained support from Eusebius of Caesarea and Eusebius ofNicomedia during 
his travels to Palestine, Syria, and Asia Minor. The Arian controversy led to a serious division between 
the East and West. The Emperor Constantine succeeded in suppressing Arianism for a brief time by 
summoning the Council ofNicaea I (325). After Constantine, the popularity of Arianism rose again 
because of support from emperors Constantius II (337- 361) and Valens (364-378). After Valen's death, 
the threat of Arianism subsided with Theodosius, who summoned a council in Constantinople (381) that 
sealed the faith ofNicaea for all the Church. (The Catholic Encyclopedia, Volume X, Copyright © 1911 
by Robert Appleton Company, Online Edition Copyright © 1999 by Kevin Knight. Nihil Obstat, October 
1, 1911. Remy Lafort, S.T.D., Censor Imprimatur. +John Cardinal Farley, Archbishop of New York) 
http://cedar.evansville.edu/-ecoleweb/glossary/arianism.htrnl 
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ATHANASIAN CREED 

One of the most widely used professions of faith in Western Christendom. It is named after the 
Alexandrian theologian Saint Athanasius; sometimes called the QUicumque vult (Latin, "Whoever 
wishes") from the first words of the Latin form. Erroneously ascribed to Athanasius, the creed may have 
been the work of a number of authors and may have been compiled from the decrees of several synods. 
Scholars place its composition in the late 4th century or first half of the 5th century. The creed reflects the 
state of theological development corresponding to the time of the Council ofChalcedon (451). It was 
first mentioned as a creed around 542 by the theologian Caesarius of ArIes. 

The creed is a theological exposition of the doctrines of the Trinity and the incarnation, with brief 
statements of the other doctrines found also in the Apostles' and Nicene creeds concerning the important 
events in the life of Jesus Christ (see Apostles' Creed; Nicene Creed). The beginning and ending of the 
creed stress the necessity of believing the articles of faith in order to be saved. 
http://encarta.msn.com/find/Concise.asp?ti=063A7000 

BULLS AND BRIEFS 

A bulla was originally a circular plate or boss of metal, so called from its resemblance in form to a 
bubble floating upon water (Lat. bullire, to boil). In the course of time the term came to be applied to the 
leaden seals with which papal and royal documents were authenticated in the early Middle Ages, and by a 
further development, the name, from designating the seal, was eventually attached to the document itself. 
This did not happen before the thirteenth century and the name bull was only a popular term used almost 
promiscuously for all kinds of instruments which issued from the papal chancery. A much more precise 
acceptance has prevailed since the fifteenth century, and a bull has long stood in sharp contrast with 
certain other forms of papal documents. For practical purposes a bull may be conveniently defined to be 
"an Apostolic letter with a leaden seal," to which one may add that in its superscription the pope invari
ably takes the title of episcopus, servus servorum Dei. (The Catholic Encyclopedia.) 

http://www.newadvent.orglcathenl03052b.html 

Dogma solemnly defied, infallible teaching of the Catholic Church. The church holds that dog
matic truths have been revealed by God and therefore must be fully accepted by all members. Derived 
from the Greek, the word dogma means "to seem good" or ''to seem right." The term also means a public 
decree, an order, or a judgment rendered with great authority. (Concise Catholic Dictionary, Reynolds 
and Rosemary Ekstrom, 1982, pg. 52) 

DOCTRINE 

is official church teaching. The word is often used to designate the entire body of church teachings as in 
"Catholic doctrine." The term comes from the Latin docere, which means teaching or instructing. Doctrines 
are derived from scripture, from the faith life of church communities, from traditional beliefs and moral practices. 
They are defined and proclaimed, authentically and authoritatively, by the magisterium of the church. 

Doctrines center on truths revealed to and cherished by the followers of Jesus Christ. Church teachings 
can be classified as either doctrines or as dogmas of Catholicism. Doctrines center on great truths and mysteries 
accepted and believed by church members. Dogmas express truths revealed directly by God and, as infallible 
teachings, are more authoritative than individual doctrinal statements. In the entire body of church teachings, 
all dogmas are doctrines of faith declared by the church, but not all doctrines carry the authority of dogmas. 
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Doctrines do undergo development through the years. Though important truths that are expressed in any single 
doctrine can never be altered, the words and ways in which the doctrine is proclaimed may be changed and 
perfected in order that men and women can better understand and accept the teaching. 

Vatican Council II noted that doctrines are part of a living church tradition that helps the faithful grow in the 
understanding of the realities and the words which have been handed down to believers since the time of the 
apostles. In the process of defining official doctrines, the church constantly moves forward toward the fullness of 
divine truth. Doctrines remain alive and significant for Catholics only as long as they are explained, taught, 
dialogued about, and reformed by and for church members. Doctrines should be "rethought" at all times, so 
that they can be more aptly and clearly stated, and so that they will continue to help the faithful uncover the 
deep truths to which doctrinal formulas point. 

Official doctrines are a basis of the Christian way of life and not just dry teachings to which a person should 
assent in intellect alone. Doctrines are proclaimed by the magisterium in order to present and conserve divine 
truths. [In using magisterium here, it is assumed that doctrines can be officially defined by 1) the pope alone, 2) 
the whole, united college of bishops in union with the pope, and 3) bishops seeking to instruct the faithful.] The 
church maintains that there is a hierarchy of truths with dogmas taking the highest places on such a listing. In 
1978 Pope John Paul I recognized that doctrinal formulas sometimes need updating. Earlier Paul VI wrote 
that the church must continue to correct doctrinal errors, and set straight teachers of false doctrines. He urged all 
Catholics to condemn incorrect teachings. Since 1965 a commission known as the Congregation for the Doc
trines of the Faith has functioned at the Vatican. The task of this commission is to promote and safeguard 
authentic teachings on faith and morality. (See also Dogma.) (CCD, Pg. 51-51) 

DOGMA 

is a solemnly defined, infallible teaching of the Catholic Church. The church holds that dogmatic truths 
have been revealed by God and therefore must be fully accepted by all members. Derived from the Greek, the 
word dogma means ''to seem good" or ''to seem right." The term also means a public decree, an order, or a 
judgment rendered with great authority. 

During the early Christian centuries the term dogma referred to either a particular Christian belief or the sum 
total of all Christian beliefs and practices. In later years it was more widely understood that Catholic dogmas are, 
strictly speaking, authoritative church teachings that center on truths divinely revealed to the followers of Christ. 
Because dogmatic teachings are very important to Catholic life and valid in every age, Pius XII warned church 
members to fully accept dogmas that have been formulated by the church. In 1978 Pope Paul VI urged Catholics 
to assent to these great truths in order to be correct in faith. 

A dogma is, in fact, a doctrine of the church, yet as an official church teaching it bears greater authority than 
any single Catholic doctrine. To fully comprehend a dogmatic statement, teachers and students of Catholicism are 
urged to find out just what the writers of the dogma intended to express and to understand the precise meanings 
of the words used in stating dogmatic formulas. Even though dogmas of the church are considered infallible 
(incapable of being in error), in the future some church dogmas may be worded more aptly, using contempo
rary terminology. They may even be expressed in newer ways in order that Catholics might better understand 
these important truths and follow them more faithfully. 

Dogmas are pronounced by the magisterium of the church and propose truths, revealed by God, which 
Catholics must believe in order to be saved. Dogmas may be defined and taught by the pope and all the bishops of 
the church, in unity and harmony, or may be put forth by the holy father alone when he teaches and speaks ex 
cathedra (infallibly, from the' 'chair of Peter"). Dogmas are based upon scripture and the sacred tradition of the 
church. Those who deliberately deny particular dogmas are called heretics. The dogmas of the Catholic faith 
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include the Trinity, the Incarnation of Jesus, the Immaculate Conception, the Assumption of Mary, and the real 
presence in the eucharist. (See also Doctrine, Infallibility, Magisterium.) (CCD, pgs. 52-53) 

ECCLESIOLOGY 

The study of the nature, the meaning, the mission, and the structure of the Catholic Church. The 
term ecclesiology can be traced to the Greek word ekklesia, which refers to a "gathering of believers." 

Early Chrsitian leaders (paul, Augustine and others) viewed the chruch as a community of faith, 
the body of Christ or the mystical body of Christ, with the risen Jesus as its head. As the centuries passed 
however, the church was described more as a visible structure or socitey, taught and run mainly by a 
hierarchy of leaders. This view dominated during the 17th, 18th and 19th centuries. In all probability it 
helped lead to Vatican I's dogmatic declaration on papal infallibility. In 1943 Pope Pius XII officially 
stated that Catholics ought to return to thinking about the church of Jesus Christ as his mystical body as 
well as a visible, earthly society. 

Vatican Council II emphasized that the church is the people of God (in addition to being the 
mystical body). The curch is also a community of true believers who should nonehteless examine closely 
wayst to broaden relationships with other Christians and non-Christian religions. The church must remain 
a visible society but it should be one that relies on an interior spirituality shared by all its members .... 
(Concise Catholic Dictionary, p55) 

ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 

An ecumenical or general, as distinguished from a particular or provincial council, is an assembly 
of bishops which juridically represents the universal Church as hierarchically constituted by Christ; and, 
since the primacy of Peter and of his successor, the pope, is an essential feature in the hierarchical consti
tution of the Church, it follows that there can be no such thing as an ecumenical council independent of, 
or in opposition to, the pope. No body can perform a strictly corporate function validly without the 
consent and co-operation of its head. 

EXEGETICAL 

The term "exegesis" refers to the process of carefully reading a text. To work toward the exegeti
cal analysis of a given work means to work toward the critical interpretation of that text while taking into 
account the text's specific means of expressing its ideas. An exegesis identifies an idea in the text and then 
shows how the text argues for this idea. When showing how a text argues for an idea, exegesis pays 
special attention to the means that the text uses to develop this idea, e.g., particular usages of terms, 
imagery, contrasts between metaphoric and literal meanings, etc. Every exegetical analysis must be 
brought to completion. To complete the exegesis means to formulate the conclusions and major infer
ences identified in the process of reading the text. (How to Write an Exegetical TheSiS, prepared by 
Emilia Angelova for distribution at the University of Toronto, 1995.) 

http://www.epas.utoronto.calphilosophy/phlwrite/exegesis.html 

ECUMENISM 

(Also frequently referred to as the ecumenical movement) is the joint effort by the Catholic 
Church and other Christian churches to work towaard full unity among all Christian peopels. (Concise 
Catholic Dictionary, pg 56) 

Last Update 09/16f200l... .... Pg. 4 



c 
ENCYCLICALS 

formal letters or messages written by popes to all members of the Catholic Church. These letters 
offer guidelines on matters of faith, morality and Christian discipline. The first encyclical was issued by 
Pope Benedict XIV in 1740 and was titled Ubi Primum. It addressed the important duties of church 
leaders. Sending out encyclicals to Catholics around the world became a common practice with Pius IX 
in the 9th century, and it has continued ever since. ... titled usually from the first few words of the 
text ... Not all. .. are meant to be infallible statements. 

EXEGESIS 

In its simplest meaning, it means finding out what the Spirit is saying through what Scripture says. 
It's what comes out of Scripture, as against what gets read into it. (Of course, the ways we use to find 
out from Scripture are often merely ways to put something into it 'between the lines'. That's really 
eisegesis in a fancy costume.) In a more lheological setting, exegesis means what comes from the use of 
certain methods of studying the Bible. Just about every imaginable method already has a name, but the 
main ones are : 

• historical (using the style, form, word choices, editing work, historical context, main themes, 
and so on, to find what it meant back when it was written or when it happened), 

• canonical (treating Scripture as an whole document designed to be what a specific community 
lives by), 

• symbolic/allegorical (figuring out what each character and event represents), 
• rational (thinking it through using logic and deductive technique). 

" ... Exegesis .. .is an act oflove. It means loving the one who speaks the words enough to want to get 
the words right. It is respecting the words enough to use every means we have to get the words right. 
Exegesis is loving God enough to stop and listen carefully." (Eugene Peterson, in *Theology Today*, 
April 1999, p.lO.) 

EX CATHEDRA 

Literally ''from the chair", a theological term which signifies authoritative teaching and is more 
particularly applied to the definitions given by the Roman pontiff. Originally the name of the seat occu
pied by a professor or a bishop, cathedra was used later on to denote the magisterium, or teaching 
authority. The phrase ex cathedra occurs in the writings of the medieval theologians, and more frequently 
in the discussions which arose after the Reformation in regard to the papal prerogatives. But its present 
meaning was formally determined by the Vatican Council, Sess. IV, Const. de Ecclesia Christi, c. iv: ''We 
teach and define that it is a dogma Divinely revealed that the Roman pontiff when he speaks ex cathedra, 
that is when in discharge of the office of pastor and doctor of all Christians, by virtue of his supreme 
Apostolic authority, he defines a doctrine regarding faith or morals to be held by the universal Church, by 
the Divine assistance promised to him in Blessed Peter, is possessed of that infallibility with which the 
Divine Redeemer willed that his Church should be endowed in defining doctrine regarding faith or mor
als, and that therefore such definitions of the Roman pontiff are of themselves and not from the consent 
of the Church irreformable." (See INFALLffiILITY; POPE.) 

( E.A. PACE, Transcribed by Bobie Jo M. Bilz, The Catholic Encyclopedia) 
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HOLY SEE (From the Latin Sancta Seties, Holy Chair). 

A term derived from the enthronement-ceremony of the bishops of Rome. The seat or chair in 
question must not be confounded with the ancient sedes gestatoria in the centre of the apse of St. Peter's, 
and immemorially venerated as the cathedra Petri, or Chair of Peter; the term means, in a general sense, 
the actual seat (Le. residence) of the supreme pastor of the Church, together with the various ecclesiasti
cal authorities who constitute the central administration. In this canonical and diplomatic sense, the term 
is synonymous with "Apostolic See", ''Holy Apostolic See", "Roman Church", "Roman Curia". The 
origin of these terms can only be approximately ascertained. The word sedes, "chair", is an old technical 
term applicable to all episcopal sees. It was first used to designate the Churches founded by the Apostles; 
later the word was applied to the principal Christian Churches. These ecclesiae dictae majores were 
understood to be the five great patriarchal sees of Christian antiquity: Rome, Alexandria, Antioch, Jerusa
lem, and Constantinople. To these the word sedes was applied: "quod in iis episcopi sederent in thronis", 
and of Rome it was expressly said: ''Romana quidem erat prima sedes propria dicta." Thus, Gelasius I 
(492-496) at a Roman council: ''Est ergo prima Petri apostoli sedes." In the earliest Christian writings, 
also, we often find references to the see or chair of Peter: "Sedet in cathedra Petri". Throughout the early 
Middle Ages the term was constantly in official use. Thus, in the ''Liber Pontificalis" (ed. Duchesne, II, 
Paris, 1892, 7), under Leo III (795-816): ''Nos sedem apostolicam, quae est caput omnium Dei 
ecc1esiarum, judicare non audemus." (We dare not judge the Apostolic See, which is the head of all the 
Churches of God.) We can thus readily understand how Holy See came be the technical term for the 
pope, the central ecclesiastical government, and the actual abode of the same. 

INFALLmn.ITY 

In general, exemption or immunity from liability to error or failure; in particular in theological 
usage, the supernatural prerogative by which the Church of Christ is, by a special Divine assistance, 
preserved from liability to error in her definitive dogmatic teaching regarding matters of faith and morals. 
In this article the subject will be treated under the following heads: 

INSPIRATION 

signifies a special positive Divine influence and assistance by reason of which the human agent is 
not merely preserved from liability to error but is so guided and controlled that what he says or writes is 
truly the word of God, that God Himself is the principal author of the inspired utterance; but infallibility 
merely implies exemption from liability to error. God is not the author of a merely infallible, as He is of an 
inspired, utterance; the former remains a merely human document. 

LmERALISM 

A free way of thinking and acting in private and public life. The word liberal is derived from the 
Latin liber, free, and up to the end of the eighteenth century signified only ''worthy ofa free man", so that 
people spoke of "liberal arts", "liberal occupations". Later the term was applied also to those qualities of 
intellect and of character, which were considered an ornament becoming those who occupied a higher 
social position on account of their wealth and education. Thus liberal got the meaning of intellectually 
independent, broad-minded, magnanimous, frank, open, and genial. Again Liberalism may also mean a 
political system or tendency opposed to centralization and absolutism. In this sense Liberalism is not at 
variance with the spirit and teaching of the Catholic Church. Since the end of the eighteenth century, 
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however, the word has been applied more and more to certain tendencies in the intellectual, religious, 
political, and economical life, which implied a partial or total emancipation of man from the supernatural, 
moral, and Divine order. Usually, the principles of 1789, that is of the French Revolution, are considered 
as the Magna Charta of this new form of Liberalism. The most fundamental principle asserts an absolute 
and unrestrained freedom of thought, religion, conscience, creed, speech, press, and politics. The neces
sary consequences of this are, on the one hand, the abolition of the Divine right and of every kind of 
authority derived from God; the relegation of religion from the public life into the private domain of one's 
individual conscience; the absolute ignoring of Christianity and the Church as public, legal, and social 
institutions; on the other hand, the putting into practice of the absolute autonomy of every man and 
citizen, along all lines of human activity, and the concentration of all public authority in one "sovereignty 
of the people". This sovereignty of the people in all branches of public life as legislation, administration, 
and jurisdiction, is to be exercised in the name and by order of all the citizens, in such a way, that all 
should have share in and a control over it. A fundamental principle of Liberalism is the proposition: "It is 
contrary to the natural, innate, and inalienable right and liberty and dignity of man, to subject himself to 
an authority, the root, rule, measure, and sanction of which is not in himself'. This principle implies the 
denial of all true authority; for authority necessarily presupposes a power outside and above man to bind 
him morally. 

BERM. GRUBER, Transcribed by Vivek Gilbert John Fernandez Dedicated to Allusha Jeballasam alld The Opus Dei, The Catholic 
Ellcyclopedia, Volume IX, hltp;//www.newadvent.orglcathenl09212a.hlm 

MAGISTERIUM 

is the teaching authority or teaching office of the church. The term can also accurately refer to 
the body of church leaders/teachers who define official Catholic doctrines. Magisterium derives from the 
Latin magister, which means ''teacher''. The members of the church's official magisterium proclaim 
truths about matters of Catholic belief and morality authoritatively and authentically. 

The first persons who had this special authority were Saint Peter and the other apostles, who 
received it from Jesus. Gradually through the early centuries of Christianity, catechists, teachers, dea
cons, and priests became more and more directly subject to the authority of their bishops. When heresies 
challenged the chrush, prior to the Middle Ages, bishops became the authentic authoritative, magisterial 
teachers in their dioceses. By the 13th century the pope had become the powerful magisterial teacher, 
often simply expecting Christians to fully accept (without any question) the doctriens he proclaimed. 
Over the ages two classes developed in the church: those who taught (teachers, priests, and bishops) and 
the learners (all others). In recent years this separation mentality has changed. Every person is a lifelong 
learner and every person has something to teach others. 

The modern emphasis on collegiality in the church has helped the heirarchy and other members of 
the people of God to be more open to numerous points of view, and to rely less on strictly authoritative 
statements about the church. In a broad sense the magisterium can refer to the whole church membership, 
and not merely to the ordained hierarchy and theologians in good standing. All baptized persons in the 
church have a duty to participate in the mission of the community, which definitely includesproclaiming 
the gospel and the teaching ministry. In certain circumstances, after relection and prayer, Catholics may 
have to form and follow their consciences, even if the means dissent from official teach~rs. 

The official teaching authority of the church, the magisterium, can be called the teacher of the 
truth,a ccoding to Vatican ll. It is a kind of channel through which the great tradition of Catholics can be 
known, The church exercises and an extraordinary magisterium through the teaching during Ecumenical 
councils, Vatican decrees, synod teachings, conferences of bishops, and even by individual chruch leaders 
teaching the faithful. Catholics are taught to faithfully respect and assent to authentic, magisterial teach
ings,. (See also Infallibility.) (CCD, pg. 97-98) 
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MOTU PROPRIO 

The name given to certain papal rescripts on account of the clause motu proprio (of his own 
accord) used in the document. The words signify that the provisions of the rescript were decided on by 
the pope personally, that is, not on the advice of the cardinals or others, but for reasons which he himself 
deemed sufficient. The document has generally the form of a decree: in style it resembles a Brief rather 
than a Bull, but differs from both especially in not being sealed or countersigned. It issues from the 
Dataria Apostolica, and is usually written in Italian or Latin. It begins by stating the reason inducing the 
sovereign pontiff to act, after which is stated the law or regulation made, or the favour granted, It is 
signed, personally by the pope, his name and the date being always in Latin. A Motu Proprio was first 
issued by Innocent VIII in 1484. It was always unpopular in France, where it was regarded as an infringe
ment of Gallican liberties, for it implied that the sovereign pontiff had an immediate jurisdiction in the 
affairs of the French Church. The best-known recent example of a Motu Proprio is the instructions issued 
by Pius X on 22 November, 1903, for the reform of church music. 

The phrase motu proprio is frequently employed in papal documents. One characteristic result of 
its use is that a rescript containing it is valid and produces its effect even in cases where fraud would 
ordinarily have vitiated the document, for the words signify that the pope in granting the favour does not 
rely on the reasons alleged. When the clause is used in dispensations, the latter are given a broad interpre
tation; a favour granted motu proprio is valid even when counter to ecclesiastical law, or the decisions of 
the pope himself Consequently, canonists call the clause the "mother of repose": "sicut papaver gignit 
somnum et quiet em, ita et hrec clausula habenti earn.". 

(A.A. MACERLEAN, Transcribed by W.S. French, Jr. The Catholic Encyclopedia. VolumeX, 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathenll0602a.htm 

NICAEA ... The First Council of Nicaea 

First Ecumenical Council of the Catholic Church, held in 325 on the occasion of the heresy of 
Arius (Arianism). As early as 320 or 321 St. Alexander, Bishop of Alexandria, convoked a council at 
Alexandria at which more than one hundred bishops from Egypt and Libya anathematized Arius. The 
latter continued to officiate in his church and to recruit followers. Being finally driven out, he went to 
Palestine and from there to Nicomedia. During this time St. Alexander published his ''Epistola encyclica", 
to which Arius replied; but henceforth it was evident that the quarrel had gone beyond the possibility of 
human control. Sozomen even speaks of a Council of Bithynia which addressed an encyclical to all the 
bishops asking them to receive the Arians into the communion of the Church. This discord, and the war 
which soon broke out between Constantine and Licinius, added to the disorder and partly explains the 
progress of the religious conflict during the years 322-3. Finally Constantine, having conquered Licinius 
and become sole emperor, concerned himself with the re-establishment of religious peace as well as of 
civil order. He addressed letters to St. Alexander and to Arius deprecating these heated controversies 
regarding questions of no practical importance, and advising the adversaries to agree without delay. It 
was evident that the emperor did not then grasp the significance of the Arian controversy. Hosius of 
Cordova, his counsellor in religious matters, bore the imperial letter to Alexandria, but failed in his 
conciliatory mission. Seeing this, the emperor, perhaps advised by Hosius, judged no remedy more apt to 
restore peace in the Church than the convocation of an oecumenical council. 

( Of all the Acts of this Council, which, it has been maintained, were numerous, only three frag-
ments have reached us: the creed, or symbol, given above (see also NICENE CREED); the canons; the 
synodal decree. In reality there never were any official acts besides these. But the accounts of Eusebius, 

Last Update 091161200l... .... Pg. 8 



c 

( 

(~ 

Socrates, Sozomen, Theodoret, and Rufinus may be considered as very important sources of historical 
information, as well as some data preserved by St. Athanasius, and a history of the Council ofNicaea 
written in Greek in the fifth century by Gelasius of Cyzicus. There has long existed a dispute as to the 
number of the canons of First Nicaea. All the collections of canons, whether in Latin or Greek, composed 
in the fourth and fifth centuries agree in attributing to this Council only the twenty canons, which we 
possess today. 

PETRINE 

THE POPE 

(Ecclesial Latin papa from Gr. papas, a variant of pappas father, in classical Latin pappas - Juvenal, 
"Satires" 6:633). 

The title pope, once used with far greater latitude is at present employed solely to denote the Bishop of 
Rome, who, in virtue of his position as successor of St. Peter, is the chief pastor of the whole Church, the 
Vicar of Christ upon earth. 

Besides the bishopric of the Roman Diocese, certain other dignities are held by the pope as well as the 
supreme and universal pastorate: he is Archbishop of the Roman Province, Primate of Italy and the 
adjacent islands, and sole Patriarch of the Western Church. The Church's doctrine as to the pope was 
authoritatively declared in the Vatican Council in the Constitution '<Pastor Aeternus". The four chapters 
of that Constitution deal respectively with the office of Supreme Head conferred on St. Peter, the perpe
tuity of this office in the person of the Roman pontiff, the pope's jurisdiction over the faithful, and his 
supreme authority to define in all questions of faith and morals. This last point has been sufficiently 
discussed in the article INFALLIBILITY, and will be only incidentally touched on here. 

http://www.newadvent.orglcathenl12260a.htm 

PRIMACY 

(Latinprimatus, primus, first). The supreme episcopal jurisdiction of the pope as pastor and 
governor of the Universal Church. (See POPE.) 

RATIONALISM 

(Latin, ratio - reason, the faculty of the mind which forms the ground of calculation, i. e. discur
sive reason. See APOLOGETICS: ATHEISM; BmLE; DEISM; EMPIRICISM; ETHICS; EXEGESIS, 
BmLICAL; FAITH; MATERIALISM; MIRACLE; REVELATION). 

The term is used: (1) in an exact sense, to designate a particular moment in the development of 
Protestant thought in Germany; (2) in a broader, and more usual, sense to cover the view (in relation to 
which many schools may he classed as rationalistic) that the human reason, or understanding, is the sole 
source and final test of all truth. It has further: (3) occasionally been applied to the method of treating 
revealed truth theologically, by casting it into a reasoned form, and employing philosophical Categories in 
its elaboration. (FRANCIS AVELING, Transcribed by Douglas J. Potter, Dedicated to the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus Christ, The Catholic Encyclopedia, Volume XII.) http://www.newadvent.orglcathenl12652a.htm 
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REVELATION 

may be defined as the communication of some truth by God to a rational creature through means 
which are beyond the ordinary course of nature. The truths revealed may be such as are otherwise inac
cessible to the human mind - mysteries, which even when revealed, the intellect of man is incapable of 
fully penetrating. But Revelation is not restricted to these. God may see fit to employ supernatural means 
to affirm truths, the discovery of which is not per se beyond the powers of reason. The essence of Revela
tion lies in the fact that it is the direct speech of God to man. The mode of communication, however, may 
be mediate. Revelation does not cease to be such if God's message is delivered to us by a prophet, who 
alone is the recipient of the immediate communication. Such in brief is the account of Revelation given in 
the Constitution ''De Fide Catholica" of the Vatican Council. The Decree ''Lamentabili'' (3 July, 1907), by 
its condemnation of a contrary proposition, declares that the dogmas which the Church proposes as 
revealed are ''truths which have come down to us from heaven" (veritates e coelo delapsoe) and not "an 
interpretation of religious facts which the human mind has acquired by its own strenuous efforts" (prop., 
22). It will be seen that Revelation as thus explained differs clearly from: 

• inspiration such as is bestowed by God on the author of a sacred book; for this, while involving a 
special illumination of the mind in virtue of which the recipient conceives such thoughts as God 
desires him to commit to writing, does not necessarily suppose a supernatural communication of t 
hese truths; 

• from the illustrations which God may bestow from time to time upon any of the faithful to bring 
home to the mind the import of some truth of religion hitherto obscurely grasped; and, 

• from the Divine assistance by which the pope when acting as the supreme teacher of the Church, is 
preserved from all error as to faith or morals. The function of this assistance is purely negative: it 
need not carry with it any positive gift of light to the mind. Much of the confusion in which the 
discussion of Revelation in non-Catholic works is involved arises from the neglect to distinguish it 
from one or other of these. 

(G.H. JOYCE Transcribed by Douglas J. Potter, The Catholic Encyclopedia, Volume XIII.) 

http://www.newadvent.orglcathenl13001a.htm 

TRENT ... COUNCIL OF TRENT 

The nineteenth ecumenical council opened at Trent on 13 December, 1545, and closed there on 4 
December, 1563. Its main object was the definitive determination of the doctrines of the Church in an
swer to the heresies of the Protestants; a further object was the execution ofa thorough reform of the 
inner life of the Church by removing the numerous abuses that had developed in it. 

The Ecumenical Council of Trent has proved to be of the greatest importance for the development 
of the inner life of the Church. No council has ever had to accomplish its task under more serious difficul
ties, none has had so many questions of the greatest importance to decide. The assembly proved to the 
world that notwithstanding repeated apostasy in church life there still existed in it an abundance of reli
gious force and ofloyal championship of the unchanging principles of Christianity. Although unfortu
nately the council, through no fault of the fathers assembled, was not able to heal the religious differences 
of western Europe, yet the infallible Divine truth was clearly proclaimed in opposition to the false doc
trines of the day, and in this way a firm foundation was laid for the overthrow of heresy and the carrying 
out of genuine internal reform in the Church. (J.P. KIRSCH, transcribed by Mark Dittman, The Catholic 
Encyclopedia, Volume xv.) 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathenl15030c.htm 
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VATICAN I 

The Vatican Council, the twentieth, opened on 8 December, 1869, and adjourned on 20 October, 
1870. It met three hundred years after the Council ofTrent...In comparison with the large scope of the 
preparations for the council, and with the great amount of material laid before it for discussion in the 
numerous drafts and proposals, the immediate result of its labours must be called small. But the council 
was only in its beginnings when the outbreak of war brought it to a sudden close. It is also true as is 
known, that reasons within the council prevented a larger result from its sessions. Thus it was that in the 
end only two not very large Constitutions could be promulgated. If, however, the contents of these two 
constitutions be examined their great importance is unmistakable. The contents meet in a striking manner 
the needs of the times. 

A. The dogmatic Constitution on the Catholic Faith defends the fundamental principles of Christianity 
against the errors of modem Rationalism, Materialism, and atheism. In the first chapter it maintains the 
doctrine of the existence ofa personal God, Who of His own free volition for the revelation of His per
fection, has created all things out of nothing, Who foresees all things, even the future free actions of 
reasonable creatures, and Who through His Providence leads all things to the intended end. The second 
chapter treats the natural and supernatural knowledge of God. It then declares that God, the beginning 
and end of all things can also be known with certainty by the natural light of reason. It then treats the 
actuality and necessity of a supernatural revelation, of the two sources of Revelation, Scripture and 
tradition, of the inspiration and interpretation of the Holy Scriptures. The third chapter treats the super
natural virtue of faith, its reasonableness supernaturalness, and necessity, the possibility and actuality of 
miracles as a confirmation of Divine Revelation; and lastly, the founding ofthe Catholic Church by Jesus 
Christ as the Guardian and Herald of revealed truth. The fourth chapter contains the doctrine, especially 
important to-day, on the connection between faith and reason. The mysteries of faith cannot, indeed, be 
fully grasped by natural reason, but revealed truth can never contradict the positive results of the investi
gation of reason. Contrariwise, however, every assertion is false that contradicts the truth of enlightened 
faith. Faith and true learning are not in hostile opposition; they rather support each other in many ways. 
Yet faith is not the same as a philosophical system of teaching that has been worked out and then turned 
over to the human mind to be further developed, but it has been entrusted as a Divine deposit to the 
Church for protection and infallible interpretation. When, therefore, the Church explains the meaning of a 
dogma this interpretation is to be maintained in all ~ture time, and it can never be deviated from under 
pretence of a more profound investigation. At the close of the Constitution the opposing heresies are 
rejected in eighteen canons. 

B. The other dogmatic Constitution is of equal, if not greater, importance; it is the first on the Church of 
Christ, or, as it is also called in reference to its contents, on the Pope of Rome. ''The introduction to the 
Constitution says that the primacy of the Roman pontiff, on which the unity, strength, and stability of the 
entire Church rests, has always been, and is especially now, the object of violent attacks by the enemies of 
the Church. Therefore the doctrine of its origin, constant permanence, and nature must be clearly set forth 
and established, above all on account of the opposing errors. Thus the first chapter treats of the establish
ment of the Apostolic primacy in the popes of Rome. Each chapter closes with a canon against the oppos
ing dogmatic opinion. The most important matter of the Constitution is the last two chapters. In the third 
chapter the meaning and nature of the primacy are set forth in clear words. The primacy of the Pope of 
Rome is no mere precedence of honour. On the contrary, the pope possesses the primacy of regularly 
constituted power over all other Churches, and the true, direct, episcopal power of jurisdiction, in respect 
to which the clergy and faithful of every rite and rank are bound to true obedience. The immediate power 
of jurisdiction of the individual bishops in their dioceses, therefore, is not impaired by the primacy, but 
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only strengthened and defended. By virtue of his primacy the pope has the right to have direct and free 
relations with the clergy and laity of the entire Church. No one is permitted to interfere with this inter
course. It is false and to be rejected to say that the decrees issued by the pope for the guidance of the 
Church are not valid unless confirmed by the placet of the secular power. The pope is also the supreme 
judge of all the faithful, to whose decision all matters under examination by the Church can be appealed. 
On the other hand, no further appeal, not even to an ecumenical council, can be made from the supreme 
decision of the pope. Consequently the canon appended to the third chapter says: ''When, therefore, 
anyone says that the Pope of Rome has only the office of supervision or of guidance, and not the com
plete and highest power of jurisdiction over the entire Church, not merely in matters of faith and morals, 
but also in matters which concern the discipline and administration of the Church throughout the entire 
world, or that the pope has only the chief share, but not the entire fullness of this highest power, or that 
this his power is not actual and immediate either over all and individual Churches, or over all and indi
vidual clergy and faithful, let him be anathema." 

The fourth chapter, lastly, contains the definition of papal infallibility. First, all the corresponding decrees 
of the Fourth Council of Constantinople, 680 (Sixth Ecumenical), of the Second Council of Lyons, 1274 
(Fourteenth Ecumenical) and of the Council of Florence, 1439 (Seventeenth Ecumenical), are repeated 
and confirmed. It is pointed out, further, that at all times the popes, in the consciousness of their infallibil
ity in matters of faith for the preservation of the purity of the Apostolic tradition, have acted as the court 
of last instance and have been called upon as such. Then follows the important tenet that the successors 
of St. Peter have been promised the Holy Ghost, not for the promulgation of new doctrines, but only for 
the preservation and interpretation of the Revelation delivered by the Apostles. The Constitution closes 
with the following words: ''Faithfully adhering, therefore, to the tradition inherited from the beginning of 
the Christian Faith, we, with the approbation of the sacred council, for the glory of God our Saviour, for 
the exaltation of the Catholic religion, and the salvation of Christian peoples, teach and define, as a 
Divinely revealed dogma, that the Roman pontiff, when he speaks ex cathedra, that is, when he, in the 
exercise of his office as shepherd and teacher of all Christians, by virtue of his supreme Apostolic author
ity, decides that a doctrine concerning faith or morals is to be held by the entire Church, he possesses, in 
consequence of the Divine aid promised him in St. Peter, that infallibility with which the Divine Saviour 
wished to have His Church furnished for the definition of doctrine concerning faith or morals~ and that 
such definitions of the Roman pontiff are of themselves, and not in consequence of the Church's consent, 
irreformable. " 

What is given above is essentially the contents of the two Constitutions of the Vatican Council. Their 
import may be briefly expressed thus: in opposition to the Rationalism and Free-thinking of the present 
day the first Constitution gives authoritative and clear expression of the fundamental principles of natural 
and supernatural understanding of right and true faith, their possibility, necessity, their sources, and of 
their relations to each other. Thus it offers to all of honest intention a guide and a firm foothold, both in 
solving the great question of life and in all the investigations of learning. The second Constitution settles 
finally a question which had kept the minds of men disturbed from the time of the Great Schism, and the 
Council of Constance, and more especially from the appearance of the four Gallican articles of 1682, the 
question of the relation between the pope and the Church. According to the dogmatic decision of the 
Vatican Council, the papacy founded by Christ is the crown and centre of the entire constitution of the 
Catholic Church. The papacy includes in itself the entire fullness of the power of administration and 
teaching bestowed by Christ upon His Church. Thus ecclesiastical particularism and the theory of national 
Churches are forever overthrown. On the other hand, it is extravagant and unjust to say that by the 
definition of the primacy of jurisdiction and of the infallibility of the pope the ecumenical councils have 
lost their essential importance. The ecumenical councils have never been absolutely necessary. Even 
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before the Vatican Council their decrees obtained general currency only through the approval of the pope. 
The increasing difficulty of their convocation as time went on is shown by the interval of three hundred 
years between the nineteenth and twentieth ecumenical councils. The definitions of the last council have, 
therefore, brought about the alleviation that was desirable and the necessary legal certainty. Apart from 
this, however, the hierarchy united with the pope in a general council is, now as formerly, the most 
complete representation of the Catholic Church. 

Lastly, as regards the drafts and proposition which were left unsettled by the Vatican Council, a number 
of these were revived and brought to completion by Pius IX and his two successors. To mention a few: 
Pius IX made St. Joseph the patron saint of the Universal Church on 8 Dec., 1870, the same year as the 
council. Moral and religious problems, which it was intended to lay before the council for discussion, are 
treated in the encyclicals of Leo XIII on the origin of the civil power (1881), on freemasonry (1884), on 
human freedom (1888), on Christian marriage (1880), etc. Leo XIII also issued in 1900 new regulations 
regarding the index offorbidden books. From the beginning of his administration Pius X seems to have 
had in view in his legislative labours the completion of the great tasks left by the Vatican Council. The 
most striking proofs of this are: the reform of the Italian diocesan seminaries, the regulation of the philo
sophical and theological studies of candidates for the priesthood, the introduction of one catechism for 
the Roman church province, the laws concerning the form of ritual for betrothal and marriage, the revi
sion of the prayers of the Breviary, and, above all, the codification of the whole of modem canon law. 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathenl15303a.htm 

VATICAN IT 

The Second Vatican Council was held in Rome, convening in four sessions during the Fall each 
year from 1962 to 1965. It was the twenty-first ecumenical council of the Church. The council is re
garded by many as the most significant religious event since the sixteenth-century Reformation and 
certainly as the most important of the twentieth century. 

It was convened by Pope John XXill, who set the tone for the Council in an impressive 
opening address and guided it through its first session. Pope Paul VI guided the Council 
through its final three sessions. At the very end of the final session, the Coun cil promulgated 
the two documents which have become associated with the tradition of Catholic social teach
ing: the Declaration on Religious Freedom (Dignitatis Humanae) and the Pastoral Constitution 
on the Church in the Modern World (Gaudium et Spes). It was this latter document which 
constituted the Council's major contribution to the tradition and which has become arguably 
the most influential of all the documents of Vatican II. 

Documents (and themes) from Vatican IT: 

Dei Verbum -about the constitution of Divine Revelation (Word of god), the understanding of God's 
revelation, revelation having to do with word and deeds, Salvation History and what it is, how sacred 
Scripture and tradition are related together. These are ways that God's word is presented. Two major 
themes: on the mystery of the church and the church as the people of God. 

Lumen Gentium looks at the church as the family. We're all called to holiness and this document 
teaches us the way to holiness. Who are the people of God and how does the Catholic Church relate to 
other Christians and how they belong to the People of God. 
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Sacrosanctum Concilium looks at the pastoral constitution on Liturgy. The Liturgy was changed so 
that the faithful could become full and active participants, & understand what was going on. 

Gaudium Et Spes looks at the Pastoral Constitution of the Church in the Modern World which is 
known as Gaudium et Spes (Joy and Hope). It is one of the four pillars of the second Vatican council 
which forms the core of teachings of the counsel. He introduces Dr. Regis Martin who talks about the 
mystery of man revealed in Christ. 

Laity & Marriage in two important documents. The creed of the apostolate of the laity "Apostolicam 
Actuositatem" and then the second part of "Gaudium et Spes". "Lumen Gentium" and the chapter it 
has which deals with Laity and who they are. The purpose of marriage and of having children, about the 
call to marriage and the need for lay formation. 

Bishops. Priests. And Formation looks at three important documents which deals with the priestly 
formation. They are the document on the Pastoral office of the Bishop in the Church ("Christus Domi
nus"), on the ministry and life of a priest (" 
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